THE    STAB    IN    THE    BACK

Army. The 'natural* reason for the Soviet inter-
vention, however, was that Russia and Germany
throughout centuries of history have always joined
hands against Poland, even when mutual hatred
between them was quite as fierce as it was before
the present war. In any case, such collaboration
was predicted by, among others, Mr Cecil F.
Melville who, writing in 1932 (The Riissian Face of
Germany, Wishart) said:

*At the time of writing interest is growing in
the rising star of Herr Adolf Hitler, the Nazi
leader. Herr Hitler is regarded as the protagonist
par excellence of the Right against the Left in
Germany and as a Hitlerist regime is anticipated
before long it may perhaps be argued that the
Dritte Reich of the Nazis, the sworn enemies of
Communism, would not tolerate a Reichswehr-
Red Army connection. Such a conclusion would
be inaccurate to the last degree. . . . Stalin the
realist would have no qualms in collaborating
with a Hitlerist Germany. ... A Hitlerist
Germany would have no qualms in continuing
the collaboration with Soviet Russia/

The diplomatic technique of the Soviet in this
matter is of interest because it shows, in its rank
hypocrisy, distinct traces of the Hitlerian school.
This is clear from the Note handed by M Potem-
kin, the Soviet Assistant Commissar for Foreign
Affairs, to the Polish Ambassador in Moscow at
dawn on xyth September:
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